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The Channel Tunnel

ÅThird longest railway tunnel in the world (50.5 km)

ÅLongest under -sea section in the world (39.7 km)

ÅUK land section 9.3 km; French land section 3.3 km

ÅRunning tunnels 7.6 m diam , service tunnel 4.8 m diam

ÅCarries passenger express trains (Eurotunnel) between 
London and Paris/Brussels and beyond 

ÅCarries car and lorry shuttles

ÅCarries conventional freight trains



Canadian tunnels

ÅBrockville, Toronto, 518 m, 1860

ÅSarnia - Port Huron, 1800 m long between portals, 
1891 (first tunnel in North America to be built under 
compressed air)

ÅConnaught Tunnel under Rogers Pass, 8 km, 1916

ÅMount MacDonald Tunnel, also under Rogers Pass, 14.6 
km, 1988 (longest railway tunnel in the Western 
hemisphere) 



Mission:Impossible 1996
A Channel Tunnel documentary?

Åhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4WaXuRWGrvw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4WaXuRWGrvw


















History

ÅFirst considered 1802, and many times thereafter

Å1830 -50: Thomé de Gamond ïfears of invasion/conger 
eels! 

Å1878 -80: Sir Edward Watkin and Col Beaumont ïfears of 
invasion!

ÅEarly 1970ôs governments agreed ïabandoned 1975 ïfear 
of cost!

ÅFebruary 1986 ïagreement to proceed via Treaty of 
Canterbury

ÅConstruction proper began December 1987 ïopened 6 May 
1994






