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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Hello!!! To all Men’s PROBUS Club of 
Newmarket.  Thanks for being part of our 
community of fellowship. It has been a very 
busy year for me learning the roles after 
stepping in as acting VP and then to Interim 
President. We have seen our visibility grow 
through involvement in events such as Sen-
iors Day and Ribfest.  Also, significant visi-
bility was achieved through our articles in 
Village Media.  Our goal is to continue to 
increase our visibility through events and partner-
ships and to welcome those who are interested in 
joining. Growth will bring us more opportunities 
to be able to have a wider variety of events and 
speakers for our members. Members’ input and 
feedback is welcome (and needed) to ensure that 
we as a group are doing things that benefit the 
group. Involvement is also welcome as help is 
always needed to deliver what we do. I am look-
ing forward to my term as president next year and 
continuing to work on working on building our 
community of fellowship.  

 

Bill Docherty 

PROBUS Club News 
MEN’S PROBUS CLUB of NEWMARKET NEWSLETTER June 2025 

Men’s PROBUS Club of Newmarket, c/o 522 Malvern Crescent Newmarket ON L3Y 7L6 
 Web Site: www.mensprobusclubofnewmarket.ca  

 

Bill Docherty 

Life isn’t about 
finding yourself. 

Life is about 
creating yourself. 
George Bernard Shaw 
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GUEST SPEAKERS FOR THE SUMMER OF 2025 

For more information on the speakers go to the web site: www.mensprobusclubofnewmarket.ca  

      We have an exciting line-up of speakers for the next 3 months!  
Join Lori Oschefski for an insightful presentation on the history of the 
British Home Children (BHC) migration programs.      

Discover the challenges these child migrants faced, the hardships of 
indentured service, and the resilience that led to their success. 

Learn about key resources for research and explore the vast contri-
butions Home Children made to Canada’s development and war 
efforts. 

Through compelling stories and historical insights, this presentation 
sheds light on an overlooked chapter of Canadian history and hon-
ours the legacy of over 100,000 BHC who helped shape the nation. 

 July 16, 2025

 
Lori Oschefski: The British 
Home Children - Canada’s 
Forgotten Legacy 

Frances will provide a summary of the York Region Strategy to Sup-
port Seniors, which focuses on: 

- keeping seniors healthier, longer 

- supporting seniors to live in age-friendly, complete communities 

- connecting seniors and caregivers to the right programs and services 
in the right time 

- improving coordination, organization and planning of services for 

August 20, 2025 

 

 

 

Francis Morton- Chang: York 
Region Plan to Support Sen-
iors 

September 17, 2025 

 

Kevin Donovan: Barry and 
Honey Sherman Murders 

Kevin Donovan has followed the twists and turns of the Barry and 
Honey Sherman murder case for many years. He has interviewed 
hundreds of people and followed numerous leads.  

The Star has broken stories that in turn led the police to provide new 
information to the public. 

He will be updating us on the latest information, based on his book, 
The Billionaire Murders, and on the information that he and the To-
ronto Star have gleaned since, often through documents re-
leased under freedom of information legislation.  

Much remains secret to this day. 
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GUEST SPEAKERS AND PROGRAMS FOR THE SPRING OF 2025 

April 
Peter Jennings  

Artificial Intelligence 

The history of AI and the secrets of 
modern large language models. How 
anyone can use AI for fun or as a virtu-
al assistant. What happens when AI 
hallucinates. AI was trained on the in-
ternet, what could go wrong? 

May 
Luigi Calabrese 

Innovations and Dirty Little Secrets 
Luigi discusses the latest trends in mobile 
devices, sensors, and wearable's, focusing 
on enabling seniors to age comfortably at 
home. He also addresses the pressing is-
sues of data privacy threats, hacking, and 
navigating the complexities of new AI 
schemes. 

Movie Magic - The Western on Film 

June 
Tim Westhead 

Join movie buff Tim Westhead to find 
out what’s beyond the silver screen! 

Enjoy learning about great Westerns 
and their timeless themes, as you make 
your love for film a more rewarding 
experience! 

Planned Activities for 2025 

· Invitation to the Men's PROBUS Club of Lindsay to attend our General Meeting in April - to be followed 
by lunch and a tour of the Sharon Museum and Gardens (i.e. the Sharon Temple) 

· Ontario Parliament Tour – the Ontario Parliament Tour held in 2024 will be repeated in the fall of 2025 

· Annual Golf Tournament – this annual event for the summer. It is always a fun day.  

· Barbeque at Market Brewery – to be held this summer 

Ongoing Activities 

· Euchre Night – held every 4th Thursday of the Month.  

· Walking Group – organized by Vic Davis, this has been a long-standing activity within the club. Walks are 
held every Thursday morning, often followed by a luncheon. 

· E-Bike Group – This activity has been put on hold for the winter, and will resume in Spring 2025. 

· Music Group – The first jam session was held in late Fall. Are there more musicians and singers out there? 
Do come join in. 

If you are interested in any of these activities, you can sign up at the Activity Desk during one of the 
monthly General Meetings, or simply contact any member of the Programs and Entertainment 
Committee. 

Programs and Entertainment Committee 

John Vanderwielen — Dave Brisley — Paul Bath 
 (905-727-1234) 
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Induction of Two Members In April 25 

Dave Elms Membership inductees Ted Bomers, Don Robinson, and Bill Docherty President 

Induction of Two Members In May 25 

President Bill Docherty, Dave Elms Membership with inductees Terry Slattery and Warren Canney 



WHO AM I A Member Sharing Interesting Facts of His Life 
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David Copsey  
David Copsey provided a fascinating account of his 
life. Born in England, Moved to Canada at a young 
age.  

Worked in Engineering Services as a Facilities 
Manager.  

Now enjoying recreation with his family, including 
3 children, seven grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren. Favourite pastimes are travelling and 
reading. 

Induction of a Members In June 25 

Bob Hatcher being congratulated by Past President Paul Bath 

WELCOME  

BOB 

 
Two Ladies walking down the street. One lady looks at the other one and says.  

“You know my husband is an angel.”  

The other lady says. “Oh aren't you lucky my husband is still alive”.  



Men’s PROBUS Club of Newmarket  Page  6 

BIRTHDAYS 2025 
July 

 Dave Brisley – Allen Mitchell — Tim Myrden – John Parkin  
 Don Robinson – Mike Stearns — Marvin Vader 

August  

 Rick Biggs – Hugh Burton — Ernie Keller 

September 

 John Hicks — Brian Keddy — Rob Knezacek  — Sunny Lau  
 Jim Parks — Vern Petry — Terry Slattery — John Vanderwielen 

Some 

Wannabe 

Cowboys 

With Guest 

Speaker 

Tim 

Westhead 
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Hike with Mike - Men’s Probus Club  
Thursday June 6, the plan 
was to hike the Northeast 
trail in the Rouge National 
Urban park, but the day 
started out rainy and over-
cast. The rain wasn’t heavy 
and was supposed to clear 
by 10 so I decided I should 
go to the meeting place on 
Durham 2nd line south of 
the Webb Road, in case any 
of our intrepid hikers 
showed up. When I arrived 
there the rain was heavier. 
Eventually one of our regu-
lar hikers showed up and as 
we waited we discussed 

health issues, resent sporting 
events and other important is-
sues. Eventually another of our 
group arrived so we decided to 
press on with the days hike as 
the rain had ceased and the 
skies had brightened. Since this 
is a National park the govern-
ment has spared no expense 
and the trails are well prepared. 
Although we only hiked a little 
over a kilometre we enjoyed 
the beauty of an urban forest 
with tall cedars and various 
types of fauna, a beaver pond 
and a brook with water rushing 
on it’s merry way to Lake On-
tario. 
Since we had got a late start and it was nearing lunch time we decided to head back to the parking 
lot where we decided to go to Nanina's in Goodwood for lunch. For those of you who don’t know 
Annina’s is a bakery with many mouth watering treats. 

So ends another exciting morning hiking the numerous trails available in Ontario  

Mike Ballard 

 

 


