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                                                           MEN’S PROBUS CLUB OF NEWMARKET 
 

GENERAL MEETING 
MINUTES 

Wednesday March 19th, 2025 
Newmarket Legion Hall 

 
 

 
• Opening        Paul Bath 

o Paul opened the mee4ng at 9:55 in Grant’s absence. 
o Welcomed members and introduced 4 guests aTending the mee4ng. 
o Paul then announced the sudden and unexpected resigna4on of President Grant 

Campbell. The management commiTee received Grant’s resigna4on the day before 
the mee4ng, sta4ng he had a very private and personal maTer that requires his full 
aTen4on and that he looks forward to returning to Probus in the future.  

 
• Programs and Events       John Vanderwielen 

         
o John shared the planned events for the next few months 
o April Peter Jennings  Ar4ficial Intelligence. Thinking Machines. 
o May Luigi Calebrese Tech Trends, Innova4ons, Threats and Dirty  

LiTle Secrets. 
o June Tim Westhead  Movie Magic – The Western On Film 

 
o At our April mee4ng we will be joined by approximately 11 members from the 

Lindsay club. We expect to have approximately 30 people for lunch. Following lunch 
we have arranged a 2:00 visit to the Sharon Temple/Gardens.  

 
o Due to a lack of interest the proposed trip to the St. Jacobs Theatre has been 

cancelled. In its place John has arranged for 20 seats to see the play “Noises Off” at 
Theatre Aurora on Thursday May 8th. Group will meet at Symposium Restaurant 
for dinner at 5:00PM followed by Show at 7:30PM. 

 
•  Who Am I   Gord Campbell gave an interes4ng summary of his life. Born into a large family  

with a humble background. His parents ran a successful Photography business, 
travelling with a pony taking children’s pictures. Gord’s first job was to colour the 
black and white photos, which he said he took liber4es to make what he thought 
were improvements. In school he decided he didn’t like his given name of Keith  
so he changed it to Gord. Started school in the slow learner’s class because he 
couldn’t 4e his shoes. Soon advanced to the gieed class, proceeded to have a 
successful career in the educa4onal field progressing from Teacher, Principal, 
Superintendent and Director. 
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• Gust Speaker Lianne Harris delivered an informa4ve presenta4on on early Indigenous life 
Pre-European contact. She outlined the 9 Indigenous regions in North America, and then 
spoke about the Woodland culture in the Southern Ontario region. Provided great insight 
into how they approach various stages of life from birth, early childhood, courtship, 
marriage, family life, ageing and death. Discussed how they adapted to the land. North of 
Toronto people tended to be nomadic and lived in Wigwam structures, while south of 
Toronto they lived a more permanent agriculture lifestyle in long houses for about 50 years 
at a 4me, and how this impacted their way of life.  

  
 
 

• Vice President        Bill Docherty 
o Plans for the golf tournament with Lindsay club are proceeding. 
o Looking into a mini bus for the Queens Park Legislature trip with 4ming 

of May or June. 
 

 
• Minutes & Correspondence      Brian Keddy 

o Advised members that approved minutes from February 19th mee4ng are available 
on the club’s website. 

              
 
      
• Treasurer Report       Sunny Lau    

o Nothing to report.  Monthly financial statement available to all members via 
emailing Sunny if you would like a copy. 

 
 

• Membership Report       Dave Elms 
o Membership is currently 77 members with 40 aTending today’s mee4ng. 

     
 

• MarkeCng Report       Dick Furlong 
o New brochures are printed and ready for distribu4on.  
o Probus promo4on posters and business cards are available to promote the club. 
o Village Media agreement includes 3 ar4cles and 2 banners promo4ng the club at 

no charge. 
o Working on outdoor BBQ lunch this summer to be held at Market Brewing 

Company. Timing to be finalized. All members encouraged to bring a friend to 
encourage par4cipa4on and aTract poten4al new members. 
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• NewsleGer       Bill Kidd 

o The Winter newsleTer will be distributed shortly. 
o Winner of $20 birthday draw was Keith Atherton. 

 
• Other Business 

o Winner of $85.00 from share the wealth draw was  
Art Darnbrough. 

 
 

• Adjournment Noon for lunch at Knight’s Arms. 
   

 
   


