MEN’S PROBUS CLUB OF NEWMARKET
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday March 18", 2026

Newmarket Legion Hall

e Opening Bill Docherty

o Bill opened the meeting at 10:00 welcoming 55 members and 10 guests. Our largest
turnout in quite some time.

o With regret announced the passing of Neil Clayton.

o Highlighted several initiatives the club was working on including; 35" Anniversary
where we hope to have the Mayor and other dignitaries attend, Newmarket Today
where our club was featured as a social club for retired men, BBQ luncheon at
Newmarket Brewery in July, and an upcoming trip to see a Norm Foster play “The
Bean”.

e  Minutes & Correspondence Brian Keddy
o Minutes of the February 18" meeting were reviewed, with minutes now posted
on the club’s website.

e Membership Report Mike Ballard
o Membership now stands at 79 with 55 members and 10 guests attending today’s
meeting.

o Mike and Bill D then welcomed three of our newest members Harold Brown,
Terry Grice and Kent Taylor, with their induction into the Club.

e Marketing Report Bill McTavish

o Billinformed us that Mike and Wayne are working on updating our website to have
pictures of all members stored and kept up to date going forward.

o Committee is working on the upcoming 35" Anniversary celebration of the Club.

o Village Media published the first article about the club under the newly signed
agreement giving us great exposure in the community. Hoping this media exposure
will assist us in hitting our target of 100 members this year.

o Response to the golf tournament has been strong with 44 members signed up to
date including 14 from Lindsay club. This week signup sheet will be extended to the
Aurora Mixed Club, PROBUS Canada and the 2 Newmarket Women’s Club
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e Programs Report Bob Hatcher
o April brunch will be held in Baldwin, more details to come.
o Working on a Norm Fosters Play excursion on June 10" The Bean at Sons and
Daughters Winery. All in cost is $149 per person, includes transportation, play, lunch
at Queenston Heights, taxes and tip. Payment to be by etransfer.

e Newsletter Bill Kidd
o Winner of the March birthday draw was Ted Wilkinson.
o Summer BBQ lunch will be held at the Market Brewery following the General
Meeting on July 15,
o Harold Brown was the lucky winner of the Share the Wealth taking home $125.

e WhoAml Bob Hatcher gave an account of his past. Born and raised in Toronto. Started
Work at an early age selling programs at eh Pine Crest Speedway before
Working in the family run florist business. Recalled pleasant summers spent
boating on the Trent Canal, and a family excursion to Europe, Scandinavia
and Moscow. Happily married for 39 years with two daughters. Moved to
Sharon in 1995 where is now enjoying retirement.

e  Guest Speaker Paul Brady President of the Georgina Historical Society gave an excellent
presentation on the Jackson’s Point Narrow-Gauge Railway and the
Important role it played in the development of the south shore of Lake
Simcoe and surrounding communities. The railway was opened in 1877 and
connected Jackson’s Point to Stouffville and then Toronto creating a link
that transported lumber to market, then Simcoe Ice before refrigeration,
and finally tourism before the automobile became the preferred mode
of transportation in the 1920’s.

e Adjournment At noon for lunch at Cynthia’s Chinese Restaurant
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