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MEN’S PROBUS CLUB      MEN’S PROBUS CLUB OF NEWMARKET 
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday January 21st, 2026 

Newmarket Legion Hall 
 
 

 
• Opening        Wayne Bulger 

o In the absence of President Bill, Wayne opened the mee4ng at 10:00am. 
o Welcomed members and 7 guests. 
o Approximately 15 members going to Captain John’s for lunch following the mee4ng. 

 
 

• Minutes & Correspondence      Brian Keddy 
o Minutes of the December 17th mee4ng were reviewed, with minutes now posted 

on the club’s website. 
              

 
• Membership Report       Mike Ballard 

o 44 members and 7 guests in aZendance at today’s mee4ng. 
o Acknowledged the recent passing of Steve Muir and Lyle Allan Smith. 
o Performed induc4on of new members Tony Van Bynen and Mike Rilling. 
o Acknowledged the following members, and presented them with their years of 

service pins with the club: 
§ 25 Years  Vic Davis 
§ 20 Years  Rand Fieldus, Peter Vanderploeg, Robert Vernon 
§ 15 Years  Courtney Robertson 
§ 10 Years  Bill Kidd, Don Seller, Larry Sirkorski 
§ 5 Years  John Parkin  

     
 

• Marke9ng Report       Bill McTavish 
o Bill discussed the golf tournament to be held Wednesday June 24th, with a 10am 

shotgun start at Mill Run. Signup sheets to be available to our members over the 
next 3 General Mee4ng’s, before opening registra4on to other clubs. Non-golfers 
will be encouraged to aZend the luncheon only following the game. Targe4ng to 
have 80 golfers par4cipa4ng. 

o Informed members that we have signed a new contract with Village Media 
promo4ng the club on terms similar with last year’s contract. Men’s PROBUS Club 
of Newmarket to be featured in 4 issues during the year. 

o Encouraging all members to be ambassadors of the club as we strive to grow 
membership to 100. 
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• Programs Report       Bob Hatcher 
o Upcoming Speakers 

§ February   Krista Rauchenstein      Restora4on of BogarZown School 
§ March     Paul Brady       Jackson’s Point Narrow-Gauge Railway 
§ April     Chris4ne Ibbotson      Ask the Money Lady 

 
 

 
• Newsle>er/35th Anniversary       Bill Kidd 

o The Club’s 35 Anniversary will be celebrated with a BBQ held at Market Brewing 
Company following our Wednesday June 17th General Mee4ng. 

o Paul Bath was the lucky winner of the January Birthday draw. 
 

 
 

                 •      Who Am I         Harold Brown gave an interes4ng summary of his life. Born and raised in  
    Newmarket area. Went to University of New Brunswick in the Forestry  

   Program. His working career started in Forestry, with many reloca4ons  
   across Canada. Wishing a variety of work experiences, decided to study 
   law. Working in the legal profession led to a variety of government roles, 
   including working in the Ontario Legislature. Now enjoys wood working in  
   his re4rement. 

 
                 •      Guest Speaker  Steve Chapelle presented some great insight on the topic “Estate Plan  
    Reboot”. His presenta4on highlighted having a Will, Power of AZorneys  
    of Finance and Health is not sufficient in today’s electronic and online 
    environment. Most documenta4on an Executor needs access to only exist  
    online, and he iden4fied the benefit of ensuring your Executor has access  
    to well organized digital informa4on, including domains and passwords to  
    carry out their role. 
 

 
• Adjournment   Noon for lunch at Castle John’s 

   
 

   


