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MEN’S PROBUS CLUB OF NEWMARKET 
GENERAL MEETING 

 
Wednesday, 19 January 2022 

ZOOM Meeting of Members and guests from around the world 
 
Welcome President Dick Furlong 
 
O Canada:   
 
Management Reports: 

• Secretary.  Doug Wrigglesworth 
The minutes of the December special Christmas Luncheon meeting were reviewed, as 
well as brief highlights from the January Management meeting. 

 

• Treasurer  Sunny Lau 
Treasurer Sunny’s report appears as at the end of this document. 

 

• Membership   David Elms 
Eric Juhola was duly inducted by President Dick and welcomed as a club member. 
 

• Polo Shirts Warren MacRobie 
Warren updated the status of the order.  
 

• Programs                                                                             Dave Brisley and Doug Magee 
An interesting list of upcoming speakers was presented.  [The Secretary fails at 
keeping track.  Keep an eye on our website for updates  

o https://www.mensprobusclubofnewmarket.ca/speakers.html 
 

• Newsletter Ted Wilkinson 
Next issue will appear in mid-April.  Members are welcomed to contribute. 
 

• Technology Steve Muir 
  No problems or issues reported as Steve rides herd on us from his remote (really) 
location.  [There are those of us who still claim its magic.] 
   

Who Am I?  
Member Paul Booth told of a most interesting life and a varied career – a perfect 
example of a Who Am I? presentation.  

  

https://www.mensprobusclubofnewmarket.ca/speakers.html
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Speaker:   Attendees were treated by hearing of an exciting real-life adventure experienced by 

Sue and David Williams.  The couple described how (and why) they launched a trans-
ocean cruise in their small boat.  Perhaps a best description might come from an excerpt 
from her book, Prepare to Come About. 

 
Three hundred nautical miles from shore, I‘m cold and sick and afraid. I 

pray for reprieve. I long for solid ground. And I can‘t help but ask 

myself, What the hell was I thinking? 

 

When Sue Williams set sail for the North Atlantic, it wasn’t a mid-life crisis. 

She had no affinity for the sea. And she didn’t have an adventure-seeking bone 

in her body. In the wake of a perfect storm of personal events, it suddenly 

became clear: her sons were adults now; they needed freedom to figure things 

out for themselves; she had to get out of their way. And it was now or never for 

her husband, David, to realize his dream to cross an ocean. So, she’d go too. 

 

Ready to Come About is the story of a mother’s improbable adventure on the 

high seas and her profound journey within, through which she grew to believe 

that there is no gift more precious than the liberty to chart one’s own course, and 

that risk is a good thing … sometimes, at least. 

 
  
 

Adjournment:    12:15 with hopes that in-person lunches will return soon. 
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MEN’S PROBUS CLUB OF NEWMARKET 
GENERAL MEETING 

Wednesday, 16 February 2022 
 

HYBRID MEETING FROM THE LIONS AND SUN RESTAURANT 

A Meeting of Members, live and virtual and guests from around the world 
 

TWENTY Club members attended in person. 
 
Welcome President Dick Furlong 

President Dick announced that we will no longer be able to return to the facilities at 
Seton Hall.  Our management expects to be able to announce a new location that would 
allow in parson meetings as soon as April. 
 

O Canada:   
 
Management Reports: 

• Secretary.  Doug Wrigglesworth 
The minutes of the January meeting were reviewed, as well as brief highlights from the 
February Management meeting. 

o Correspondence included kind note from the families of two recently deceased 
members, Art Craig, and Graham Christopher. 

 

• Treasurer  Sunny Lau 
Treasurer Sunny’s reported on the Club financial status – still healthy. 

 

• Membership   David Elms 
David Elms reported a membership of 86 and that there were 34 members present at 
the January meeting. 
 

• Programs                                                                             Dave Brisley and Doug Magee 
An interesting list of upcoming speakers was presented.   Keep an eye on our website 
for updates  

o https://www.mensprobusclubofnewmarket.ca/speakers.html 
 

• Vice President Bill Kidd  
Support is ongoing for those members in serious ill-health or mourning.  Happily, Bill 
reported no news of recent members in difficulty. 
  

• Technology Steve Muir 
  No problems or issues reported . 
   

https://www.mensprobusclubofnewmarket.ca/speakers.html
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Who Am I?  
Due to misunderstandings, this month’s presenter was unavailable.  
 

Speaker:   Attendees were entertained by a most fascinating presentation by Paul Wyezol 
from Corner Brook , NL.  His topics included: 

o The navigation and charting talents of Captain James Cook in their value today. 
o The extension of the Appalachian Trail into Canada. 
o The geological connections that exist along it – and into Europe. 
o The development of international GeoParks 
o Pictorial evidence of Plate Tectonics in the geology of Newfoundland and 

elsewhere. 
o A most refreshing and informative presentation. 

 
Added interests were the family relations that President Dick has with the  Corner 
Brook area. 

  
 

Adjournment:    11:45 for a companionable lunch at the L&S  
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MEN’S PROBUS CLUB OF NEWMARKET 
GENERAL MEETING 

Wednesday, 16 March 2022 
 

HYBRID MEETING FROM THE LIONS AND SUN RESTAURANT 

A Meeting of Members, live and virtual and guests from around the world 
 

About 20 Club members attended in person. 
 
Welcome President Dick Furlong 

President Dick welcome all. 
 

O Canada:   
 
Management Reports: 

• Secretary.  Doug Wrigglesworth 
The minutes of the February meeting were reviewed, as well as brief highlights from 
the March Management meeting. 

o It was noted that at the March Management meeting, after a cost analysis, that 
the Initiation Fee in the future would rise from $20 to $30. 

 

• Treasurer  Sunny Lau 
Treasurer Sunny’s reported on the Club financial status – still healthy. 

 

• Membership   David Elms 
David Elms reported a membership of 86 and that there were 18 members present at 
the February meeting plus another 16 online. 
 

• Programs                                                                             Dave Brisley and Doug Magee 
An interesting list of upcoming speakers was presented.   Keep an eye on our website 
for updates  

o https://www.mensprobusclubofnewmarket.ca/speakers.html 
 

• Vice President Bill Kidd  
Support is ongoing for those members in serious ill-health or mourning.  Happily, Bill 
reported no news of recent members in difficulty. 
 
Bill reported on the passing of former member Burt Johnson, with details of times that 
friends may pay their respects. 
  

• Technology Steve Muir 
  No problems or issues reported . 

https://www.mensprobusclubofnewmarket.ca/speakers.html
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OUR RETURN TO REGULAR MEETINGS 
 President Dick  and Past President Sunny introduced members to our new home:  

The Newmarket Legion 

o New Times:  Third TUESDAYS beginning on April 19 

o The April Meeting will concentrate on a social time, hoping that our members 

will welcome the opportunity to meet and greet fellow members in person. 

 

Who Am I?  
Member GERD FIEBIG gave a  most interesting description, with lovely slides, of a life, 
beginning with birth, and education in Chile, resulting in work on the NASA Chile 
Satellite Tracking station.  When that project closed, he moved to Canada with his 
family.  His career then led to a life involving emerging technologies in the paper 
industry.  This allowed he and his family to travel the world, following his career.  In 
retirement he and family moved to Aurora. 
 

Speaker:   Doug Magee introduced speaker Tim Burrows who gave a well-illustrated 
presentations that described the advantages  to be found in the emerging EV 
phenomenon.  He focussed on the coming death of the internal combustion engine and 
the savings possible in EVs.  The coming of autonomous vehicle was also touched upon. 

 

Adjournment:    11:45 for a companionable lunch at the L&S  
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MEN’S PROBUS CLUB OF NEWMARKET 
GENERAL MEETING 

Wednesday, 19 April 2022 
 

OUR FIRST IN-PERSON MEETING SINCE THE LOCKDOWN! 
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 

About 30 Club members attended in person. 
 
Welcome  Vice-president Bill Kidd  

At 10:05, the bell was rung and once again we were able to gather in person – and in our 
new meeting place. 
  
Bill Kidd welcomed all and introduced O Canada. 

 
Welcome Back! 

The remainder of this gathering was devoted to welcoming or loyal members back to near 
normality, reviewing what our Club had accomplished over the past two years and providing 
an opportunity for meeting with old friends. 
 

• Members were greeted by the Membership Team (Dave Elms and Warren MacRobie), 
and Vax proofs checked. 

• Sunny Lau had set up a complex IT system that allowed 6 members to participate who 
were unable to be there, mostly due to COVID restrictions. 

 
Presentations: 

1. “Welcome Back” – Sunny Lau.   

 
To the music of “Welcome Back Kotter”, memories of happy times were shared. 
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2. President’s Presentation 

 

 
 
Dick Furlong reviewed our Club’s accomplishments over the past two years. 

• Our ongoing outreach to our members 

• The loyalty of our members 

• Connections with PROBians from around the world 

• Our use of IT connections’ 

• A 30th Anniversary celebration 
 

3. New Members 

• Dave Elms shared pictures of the Ten new members who have joined,  
in spite of COVID! 

• “Who Am I”s from these fellows will be promised soon. 
 

4. Our Web Site 

• Sunny Lau told the story of the development of our excellent web site, and it 
importance in keeping us connected, both internally and externally. 
 

 

MEN’S PROBUS CLUB OF
NEWMARKET

WELCOME BACK

OUR INCREDIBLY LOYAL MEMBERS

APRIL 19, 2022

Men’s PROBUS Club of Newmarket
Fellowship   ♦ Friendship  ♦ Fun

April 19, 2022 General Meeting

www.mensprobusclubofnewmarket.ca
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Who Am I?  
 For reasons unclear, in place of a presenter unable to be present, Secretary Doug Wrigglesworth retold his 
Who Am I that he presented ten years ago at a 2012 meeting. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Coffee Time! 
VP Bill Kidd had gathered a skilled and helpful team to help him deliver some excellent 
coffee – and safely sealed delicious nibbles.   
 
Members welcomed the opportunities to chat with old friends, plot adventures, solve 
the world’s problems, and share favourite streaming movies. 

 
 
 

Adjournment:    11:15  
 Fifteen happy Campers adjourned to Fionn MacCools for a companionable 

lunch 

Wednesday, March 21, 2012 Newmarket Men's Probus Club Wednesday, March 21, 2012 Newmarket Men's Probus Club 

Six Reasons 
to get up in the Morning

1.The Globe Crossword

2.The world of Sherlock Holmes and his 
creator, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

3.BOOKS!

4.Libraries

5.Computers and IT

6.A garage workshop full of sawdust 
creators.

6
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MEN’S PROBUS CLUB OF NEWMARKET 
GENERAL MEETING 

TUESDAY 17 May 2022 
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 

 
 
It was heartening to see old friends pouring in, checking in with Membership, buying 50/50 
tickets and settling in. 
 
Sunny Lau and Bill Doherty uncoiled all the wires, plugged in the plugs and we were ready 
to go. 
 
Welcome  10:02  President Dick Furlong  
 
Proposed slate Management Team for 2022-2023 
 

 
 
Nominations will be called for at the annual meeting 
 
Management Reports: 

• Secretary.  Doug Wrigglesworth 
The minutes of the April  meeting were reviewed, as well as brief highlights from the 
May Management meeting. 
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A Financial Announcement Dick Furlong 
As a result of a well-informed discussion of the Management Team, our 2022-23 Budget called 
for a new annual Membership fee of $50.  
 
The need was explained to keep a healthy reserve fund, such as that which supported us 
through the last two years, as well as other expenses that allow us to reach out remotely. 

 

• Treasurer  Sunny Lau 
Treasurer Sunny’s reported on the Club financial status and some of the new expenses 
that arose as we moved our location – and welcomed members home. 

 

• Membership   David Elms 
David Elms reported that a total of 35 members plus 2 guests were in attendance and 
that a further 17 zoomed in. 
 
A happy membership chair announced that a brand new member, having visited 
today, liked what he saw, and joined on the spot. 
 
New member Don McKee  will be formally inducted at our next meeting. 

 

• Programs                                                                             Dave Brisley and Doug Magee 
An interesting list of upcoming speakers was presented.   Keep an eye on our website 
for updates  

o https://www.mensprobusclubofnewmarket.ca/speakers.html 
 

• Vice President Bill Kidd  
Support is ongoing for those members in serious ill-health or mourning.  Bill had sent 
supportive notes to both Bill McCullough and Phil Lennard. 
 

• Technology Bill Docherty 
  No problems or issues reported . 
 

Who Am I?  
 Tim Murden introduced himself as a retired teacher from the Toronto District School 
Board.  His career involved providing education for the deaf and hard of hearing 
pupils as both a teacher and a supervisor.  

 
 

Coffee Time! 
VP Bill Kidd had gathered a skilled and helpful team to help him deliver some excellent 
coffee – and safely sealed delicious nibbles.   

  

https://www.mensprobusclubofnewmarket.ca/speakers.html
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Speaker: 
Doug Magee introduced speaker Barbara Dickson who presented a most interesting 
and well-illustrated talk on Bomb Girls, and the huge munitions plant that was located 
in Scarborough. 
 
An account of the women working in high-security, dangerous conditions making 
bombs in Toronto during the Second World War. 
 
What was it like to work in a Canadian Second World War munitions factory? What 
were working conditions like? Did anyone die? Just how closely did female employees 
embody the image of “Rosie the Riveter” so popularly advertised to promote factory 
work in war propaganda posters? How closely does the recent TV show, Bomb Girls, 
resemble the actual historical record of the day-to-day lives of bomb-making 
employees? 

 

Adjournment:    12:10 
 A little over 20 happy PROBians  adjourned to Olde Village Free House for a 

companionable lunch. 
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MEN’S PROBUS CLUB OF NEWMARKET 
GENERAL MEETING 

TUESDAY 21 June 2022 
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 

 
Welcome  10:02  President Dick Furlong  
 

O Canada  was sung with heart and voice, a capella by a fine group of PROBians 

 

President Dick paid tribute to our last surviving  

Charter and Life Member, Al Roeder 
 
Al was present at the founding gathering in 1991 and remained an active 
and welcome member. 
 

Management Reports: 

• Secretary.  Doug Wrigglesworth 
The minutes of the May  meeting were reviewed, as well as brief highlights from the 
June Management meeting. 
 

• Treasurer  Sunny Lau 
Treasurer Sunny’s reported on the Club financial status.  He noted that even with the 
boost in membership to $50, we may yet see a small deficit in 2023. 
 

• Membership   David Elms 
David Elms reported that a total of 88, with 36 members present.   
Problems with ZOOM prevented a remote audience. 
 
A happy membership chair announced that a former member, Bud Duoris had 
returned to the fold. 
 

• July Meeting News 
o Since the Legion will not be available, we will be meeting at the Lions 

and Sun for a regular meeting and a BBQ lunch. 
o All Inclusive (Coffee, BBQ lunch, Tips and Taxes) will cost $40.00 

o Members are asked to pre-register to Warren MacRobie with 
reservations and the $40 by e-transfer. 

 

• Programs                                                                             Dave Brisley and Doug 
Magee 
An interesting list of upcoming speakers was presented.   Keep an eye on our 
website for updates  

o https://www.mensprobusclubofnewmarket.ca/speakers.html 

https://www.mensprobusclubofnewmarket.ca/speakers.html
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• Fall Golf Tourney 
o Dave Lennard reminded attendees of the planned September event and 

solicited firm commitments 

• Vice President Bill Kidd  
o Bill reported that he had sent our regards to the Roeder family. 

 
 

• Technology Bill Docherty 
  No problems or issues reported . 
 

Who Am I?  
There was none presented, allowing a longer time for the presenter. 

 

Coffee Time! 
VP Bill Kidd’s skilled and helpful team delivered some excellent coffee – and 
safely sealed delicious nibbles.   
 
Bill once again, encouraged members to bring their own coffee cups 

 
Speaker: 

Doug Magee introduced speaker Steve Dengler, one of the pilots of a Helicopter 
Global Circumnavigation in celebration of Canada’s Sesquicentenary in 2017.  It 
was a detailed account of an exciting adventure. 
 

 
Adjournment:    12:30 
About 20 happy PROBians  adjourned to Burger Bar for a companionable lunch. 
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MEN’S PROBUS CLUB OF NEWMARKET 
GENERAL MEETING 

TUESDAY 19 July 2022 
Special BBQ Meeting at Lions & Sun 

 
 
We were welcomed with early coffee and cookies by our host and friend Anna, proprietor of 
the Lions & Sun 
 
Welcome  10:02  President Dick Furlong  

O Canada  was sung with heart and voice, a capella by a fine group of PROBians 
 

President Dick gave a special welcome to Barrie Morgan of the Guildwood Club, who has 

admired us from afar and who came to see us in person. 

 
Management Reports: 

• Secretary.  Doug Wrigglesworth 
The minutes of the June  meeting were reviewed,  
 

• Treasurer  Sunny Lau 
Dick Furlong shared Treasurer Sunny’s report on the Club financial status.  Our 
situation remains stable. 
 
Membership                                                David Elms (direct from  Dominican Republic)

 reported that a total of 88, with 36 members at the last meeting.   
Problems with ZOOM prevented a remote audience. 
 

• Programs                                                                          Dave Brisley and Doug Magee 
An interesting list of upcoming speakers was presented.   Keep an eye on our 
website for updates  

o https://www.mensprobusclubofnewmarket.ca/speakers.html 
 

• Fall Golf Tourney 
o Dave Lennard reported that the limited interest to date made the 

possibility of a Club tourney slim. 
o However, in a stroke of brilliance, Paul Bath, (our VP in the wings) 

suggested that our members might like to join the local Rotary Club at 
their event.  The suggestion was greeted with applause! 
 

Coffee Time! Members continued to enjoy Anna’s coffee and cookies  - and the usual 
happy conversation. 
 
 

https://www.mensprobusclubofnewmarket.ca/speakers.html
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Speaker: 
Doug Magee introduced Lianne Harris, who gave a wonderful lesson in Canadian 
History titled "Rogues and Rebels, How Canada Began”. 
 
Costumed as a French woman from the era, Ms Harris took the audience from 1000 AD 
through the Battle of the Plains of Abraham in 1759. 
 
For this member of the audience, it evoked wonderful memories of early studies of 
Canadian History, told from the heart. 
 
It was indeed a fine presentation. 
 
Adjournment:  About noon to enjoy a fine BBQ lunch and more conversation . 
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MEN’S PROBUS CLUB OF NEWMARKET 
GENERAL MEETING 

TUESDAY 16 August 2022 
Newmarket Legion 

 
 
Over 30 members gathered for a morning of fellowship – but a program marred by IT 
difficulties. 
 
[Post meeting:  The MT is determined to help Bill Docherty in his Herculean efforts to manage our 
connections with the local equipment.  We SHALL overcome.} 

 

President’s Welcome: 

President Dick opened the meeting about 10:20 after efforts to get audio connections to ZOOM 
and the projector failed after many tries. 

 

Vern Petrie was introduced who reviewed the Golf Tournament issues.  While ours will not 
run, other opportunities were outlined. 

 

Dick Furlong reminded members of two Celebrations of Life scheduled for past members.  For 
the late Rob Hogan, a gathering at a local brew house, and for the late Graham Christopher  a 
most appropriate golf tourney. 

 
Management Reports: 

• Secretary.  Doug Wrigglesworth 
The minutes of the July  meeting were reviewed. 
 

• Treasurer  Sunny Lau 
Dick Furlong shared Treasurer Sunny’s report on the Club financial status.  Our end of 
year report shows a small surplus, ensuring that our situation remains stable. (see 
attached) 
 

• Membership                                                 David Elms 
o reported that a total of 86, with 23 members at the last meeting.   
o Today a total of 31 members in attendance 

 

• RENEWALS:  To date a total of 46 loyal fellows have paid up, for which many 
thanks. 

• Induction of new member 
o President Dick welcomed Don McKee to our club, in spite of Don’s witty 

remark about the “joining like-minded men” line. 
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• Programs                                                                          Dave Brisley and Doug Magee 
An interesting list of upcoming speakers was presented.    
See attached for an updated list. 
 

• Bill Kidd reported on his contact with several members who are facing serious 
health challenges, and to whom he shared the concern and support of our Club. 

 
WHO AM I?  Hans de Visser described a remarkable and challenging career that 
involved the amazing development and application of modern medical Imaging 
Technology. 
 
Coffee Time! Members enjoyed the usual gathering, as efforts continued to allow a 
presentation with audio and a ZOOM presenter. 
 
 
Now What? 
Given the inability to connect with the planned speaker,  we turned to a couple of the 
more voluble members of the MT. 
 

1.  President Dick reminded members of the proposed list of MT members for the 
coming year:   

 
 Members were encouraged to communicate any objections/suggestions/offers to form 
a junta, to Dick Furlong or Bill Kidd. 
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2.  Dick gave a brief but heartfelt report of his recent family reunion in 

Newfoundland .  A crowd of well over 150far flung members of the Furlong 
gathered for a fine weekend. 
 

3. The Local Sherlockian Doug Wrigglesworth presented a very brief overview of 
highlights of the world-wide community who enjoy playing literary games with 
Arthur Conan Doyle’s hero. 

 
Adjournment – 11:45  About 21 members gathered at the Olde Village Free House for a 
companionable lunch. 
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MEN’S PROBUS CLUB OF NEWMARKET 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

TUESDAY 20 September 2022 
Newmarket Legion 

 
 

President’s Welcome: 

In his opening comments, Dick referred to the slow  decrease in membership.  The 
need to market our Club to possible recruits was emphasised.  Suggestions from 
current members was encouraged.  The Management Team are already on the 
job. 

 

Vice President; (Soon to be President)      Bill Kidd 

 Details regarding the November “Christmas” Luncheon were announced.  Held 
once again at the Lions and Sun, entertainment will be provided live by the Cruisin 
Group, highly entertaining entertainers.   

 

 The Roxborough will be sharing the entertainment cost with us. 

 

 The cost for members will be $70 per plate – all included:  meal, tax, tip and 
entertainment – except bar tabs.  Warren MacRobie will be managing and will be 
accepting payment by e-transfer or cheque. 

  
Management Reports: 

• Secretary.  Doug 
Wrigglesworth 
The minutes of the August  meeting were reviewed. 

 

• Membership                                                  David Elms 
o reported that a total of 84, with an encouraging number or 

renewals. 
o Contacts are being made to the slow pokes. 
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• Treasurer         Sunny Lau 
 

 
 

 

• Long Service Pins were distributed to those with Five year, Ten year, 15 
and 20 year memberships. 
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PRESIDENTS’S YEAR END REPORT 
 

President Dick Furlong gave a summary of his year and wished incoming 
President Bill Kidd best wishes. 
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 INDUCTION OF 2022 – 2023 MANAGEMENT TEAM 
 

PAST PRESIDENT ROB VERNON read in the new(?) Management Team  
that will be led by President Bill Kidd. 

 

 
 

Who Am I?  Our new Tech Chair, Bill Docherty described an exciting carer in 
technology infrastructure.  Concentrating on emerging technology in financial 
services, Bill’s work involved all five major Canadian banks, as well as Bell Canada. 
 
COFFEE BREAK 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
 
Dave Brisley introduced Dr. Eileen Schuller, professor of Religious Studies at 
McMaster University. 
 
In a fascinating, well-illustrated and clearly presented talk, Dr Schuller explained 
the significance of the Dead Sea Scrolls discovery just 75 years ago this year.   
 
Having been involved directly on site in the study of the Scrolls, as a young PhD 
student, then later as an academic Dr. Schuller was able to describe what 
historical knowledge has been learned, how the scrolls have been examined, and 
how the complex translation of tiny pieces continues to evolve. 
 
A splendid talk that was greatly appreciated by all.  
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MEN’S PROBUS CLUB OF NEWMARKET 
GENERAL MEETING 

 
In Person TUESDAY 18 October 2022 

Newmarket Legion 
 
 

HUZZAH!!  FIRST PLAYING OF O CANADA ON SCREEN IN MANY MONTHS! 

Thanks to Bill Docherty for his efforts. 
 
 O Canada                                                                        More choral practice required 
 
President’s Welcome Bill Kidd 
Bill spoke in memory of Bill McCullough – a recent member who sadly passed before 
we could get to know him. 
 
Management Reports: 

• Secretary. Doug Wrigglesworth 
The minutes of the September Annual Meeting  were reviewed. 
 

• Treasurer Sunny Lau 
Sunny reported on our fiscal status.  We were able to make some essential 
investments in IT purchases; rental costs will need some decisions; and 
membership needs to increase. 
 

• Marketing Plan                                                                       Past Pres Dick Furlong 
As our membership is declining, the need to publicize our Club and encourage 
new members is clear. 
Dick asked for a couple of volunteers to help him launch a campaign. 
 

• Membership                                                  David Elms 
o reported that a 33 attended the last meeting 
o We now have 77 members of whom 69 have paid up. 
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• Programs      Dave Brisley, Doug Magee 
o See attached for a list of splendid programs on the wat for our 

Club. 
 

• Newsletter       Ted Wilkinson 
o Next issue due in mid-November  
o Contributions from members are welcomed. 

 
• Technology       Bill Dougherty 

o Bill updated members on the process that got us to today, with 
working mikes, working Power Point, and working ZOOM. 
 

• Vice-President        Paul Booth 
o No report 

 
• Web Site         Sunny Lau 

o Sunny gave an update on the web site, including renewal of 
licence. 

o He was appreciative of the video of  MP Tony Byden honouring 
Art Craig and Al Roeder in the House of Commons. 

 
• WHO AM I? 

Don McKee gave a wonderful talk about a most interesting life 
story.  The core of his message was the opportunities we have in 
life to change our directions in a more positive direction.  In 1968 
his political activities in Detroit led to jail by the FBI.  As a draft-
dodging escapee from a US jail, Don arrived safely in Canada.  
Here his life turned about and led to a successful career as a 
lawyer.  “We are not the sum of what we were before – we can 
change” 
 

Keynote Speaker 
 
Dr. Amy Barron  Canadian Archaeologist and academic. 
 
In a most entertaining live (and lively) presentation, Dr. Barron told us 
of Agatha Christie – her interesting life story as an author – and her 
involvement in Archaeology, particularly with her second husband, 
Max Mellowan. 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
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MEN’S PROBUS CLUB OF NEWMARKET 
GENERAL MEETING 

 
Hybrid  TUESDAY 20 Dec 2022 

Newmarket Legion 
 
 

 
 O Canada                                                                        Choral enthusiasm improves. 
 
President’s Welcome Bill Kidd 

• Three guests were welcomed as well. 
 

Management Reports: 

• Secretary. Doug Wrigglesworth 
The October meeting minutes were reviewed, and the good time at the 
November luncheon was reported. 
 

• Treasurer Sunny Lau 
Sunny reported on our fiscal status.  Despite some recent essential expenses, our 
bank balance stands at $4873.10. 
 

• Marketing Plan                                                                       Past Pres Dick Furlong 
As our membership is declining, the need to publicize our Club and encourage 
new members is clear.  Dick outlined the points that will need to be addressed: 
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A committee of members will meet with Dick early in the New Year to address 
these. 
 
 

• Membership                                                  David Elms 
o We now have 72 members PLUS John Gallagher, who was formally 

inducted today. 
 

• Programs      Dave Brisley, Doug Magee 
o Dave reviewed the sparkling list of upcoming speakers we will 

enjoy over the next few months. 
 

• Technology       Bill Dougherty 
o Bill updated members on the process that continued to improve. 
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• Web Site         Sunny Lau 
o Sunny updated the website, which continues to tell the world 

about our fine Club. 
 

• WHO AM I? 
Warren MacRobie, a long-standing member of our Management 
Team, told us of a computing career as it developed into a 
complex and powerful business power. 
 
Born in Leaside and enjoying a football career, Warren’s UofT 
Engineering profession was abridged by his love of the game.  
Happily, he found that the Computing world gave him an entry to 
a most successful career that involved designing data centres for 
most of the significant Canadian banks.   
 In retirement, he and his wife have enjoyed world travel to many 
far-flung destinations. 
 
 

Keynote Speaker 
 
Dr. John Percy, emeritus professor of Astronomy at UofT, who 
continues to support science education for both students and the 
public. 

Misconceptions in the Universe. 
 
In a most entertaining presentation, Dr. Percy explained the issues 
behind some common misconceptions.  Among them were: 
 

o The “Dark” side of the Moon. 
o Impact of ‘full moon’ on global happenings, both political and 

personal. 
o The seeming relations between Astrological Star signs and 

personal characteristics. 
Members enjoyed the presentation and asked many questions 
following. 
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