
Men’s PROBUS Club General Mee4ng   April 15th,2026 
  

1 

MEN’S PROBUS CLUB      MEN’S PROBUS CLUB OF NEWMARKET 
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday April 15th,2026 
Newmarket Legion Hall 

 
 
 

 
• Opening        Bill Docherty 

o Opened the mee4ng at 10:00 
o Informed the group of the District 2 mee4ng being held on April 20th, which will be 

an opportunity to share ideas and best prac4ces with other clubs in the region. 
o We are working with other clubs and invi4ng them to par4cipate in some of our 

program events like the upcoming trip to Niagara to see the Norm Foster play “The 
Bean” at Sons and Daughters Winery. 

o Today is picture day, reminding anyone who didn’t get their picture taken before 
the mee4ng to do so at the coffee break or miss being included in the upcoming 
35th Anniversary brochure and pos4ng to the club’s website on the Members only 
page. 

o Welcomed 10 guest to today’s mee4ng. 
o Announced that Warren is puZng together an order for club shirts, and for those 

interested to see Warren during coffee break. 
 

 
 

• Membership Report       Mike Ballard 
o Announce 58 members and 10 guest a\ending today’s mee4ng as our numbers 

con4nue to grow. Total membership now is currently  86. 
o Mike and Bill D inducted the following 6 new members into the club; Art Bartle\, 

Ian Proudfoot, Jack Harkness, Mike Holobow, Nick Jackson, David Leigh. 
 

     
 

• Marke3ng Report       Bill McTavish 
o Bill welcomed the 6 new members and is excited about hiZng our goal of 100 

members. A\ributes’ the membership growth to Village Media exposure crea4ng 
awareness of the club in the community. 

o Looking forward to the two remaining Village Media publica4ons which will feature 
events like our June Golf Tournament, and upcoming 35th Anniversary celebra4ons. 

o Golf tournament now has 64 signed up. Will be promo4ng the tournament at next 
week’s District 2 mee4ng and an4cipa4ng hiZng our breakeven point of 72 golfers 
and perhaps hiZng our cap of 80. All golfers will get a swag bag. 

o Ask all members to source prizes, intent is all golfers to leave with a prize. 
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• Programs Report       Bob Hatcher 
o Announced Probus Brunch at Route 48 Diner in Baldwin next Wednesday April 22nd. 
o Speakers have been scheduled for all of the months in 2026, and have started to 

work on 2027 line up. 
o Bob T asked members to support the trip for the Norm Foster play called Bean held 

at the Sons and Daughters Winery with lunch at Queenston Heights restaurant for 
an all in cost of $149 per person is great value. Currently have 15 people signed up 
but need to reach minimum requirement of 35 by May 10th or risk trip being 
cancelled. 

 
 

• Birthday Draw/BBQ       Bill Kidd    
o Promoted the summer BBQ to be held at Market Brewery following our July General 

Mee4ng.  Catered by Million Mouthfuls, includes Hamburger, Hot Dog, Salads, and 
35th Anniversary Cake for a cost of $25. Payment by etransfer, cheque or cash. 

o Mike Rilling was the lucky winner of the April Birthday draw. 
o Bill McTavish was the winner of the share the wealth draw, taking home $192. 

 
 
 

                 •      Who Am I         Tony Van Bynen gave an interes4ng account of his life. Born in Holland he  
was one in a family of 15. Immigrated to Canada as a youngster to a farming 
community near London. Recalled the family escaping their house on fire 
with nothing but the clothes on their back, and having no house insurance. 
Started his work career with Royal Bank of Canada and moved frequently 
around Ontario before se\ling in Newmarket in 1980. Has 2 daughters, and 
5 grandchildren. Re4red from RBC in 1999 and shortly ajer entered public 
life, becoming Mayor of Newmarket in 2001, MP for Newmarket Aurora in 
2019 before re4ring for a second 4me in 2025. 
 
 
 
 

•      Guest Speaker Well known television and radio personality Mark Hebscher gave a very  
 entertaining presenta4on of his years as a sports analyst. Recalling some  
of his favorite stories; hijacking the TSN camera crew’s car service ajer a 
game late one night in Chicago, his sweat ball interview with Wayne 
Gretzky and many others. Then finishing up with a short clip of his “Hebsy 
Awards” video. 
 
 
 

• Adjournment  Noon for lunch at Knights Arms 
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