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MEN’S PROBUS CLUB OF NEWMARKET 
 

GENERAL MEETING 
MINUTES 

Wednesday February 19th, 2025 
Newmarket Legion Hall 

 
 
 

 
• Opening / Past President      Paul Bath  

 
      

o Paul in the absence of Grant, opened the mee4ng at 10:00. 
o Welcomed members and introduced guest Bob Ernst.  
o Called upon volunteers to help with Euchre night on Thursday February 27th. Hugh 

Ross and John Vanderwielen have come forward and will run the event that 
evening.  

o Induc4on of new member Harold Davidson. Harold is a returning member having 
originally joined the club in 2013. 

o Performed Induc4on Ceremony of Bill Docherty as the new Vice President. Bill will 
serve as Vice President un4l July 31st at which 4me he will become President of the 
club. 

 
 

 
• Minutes & Correspondence      Brian Keddy 

o Minutes of our January 15th General mee4ng were reviewed with minutes now 
posted on the club’s website. 

              
 

      
• Treasurer / Website Report       Sunny Lau    

o Sunny pointed out that our financial posi4on is in good shape. 
 

o The monthly financial statement is available to all members via email. Let Sunny 
know if you would like a copy. 

 
 

• Membership Report       Dave Elms 
o Currently membership stands at 78, with 48 a^ending today’s mee4ng and 1 guest. 
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• Programs Report       John Vanderwielen 
o John showed a great line up of some interes4ng upcoming speakers 

§ March         Liane Harris A View of Indigenous Canadian Life. 
§ April         Peter Jennings Ar4ficial Intelligence. 
§ May        Luigi Calebrese Tech Trends, Innova4ons, Threats and Dirty  

Li^le Secrets. 
    

o Reviewed highlights of the proposed Theatre trip to St. Jacobs Country Playhouse 
to see a comedy, Over the River and Through the Woods, with free 4me at the 
Farmers Market on Thursday April 24th. Cost would be $174.00 and includes; return 
transporta4on, lunch, reserved orchestra sea4ng, gratui4es and taxes. Signup sheet 
at the back of the mee4ng room to complete during coffee break. 

 
 

• Marke=ng        Dick Furlong 
o Announced we have a new Sponsorship Program with Newmarket Today promo4ng 

our club. 
o Reviewed some of the key 2025 ini4a4ves of the Marke4ng Commi^ee; 

implementa4on of a Buddy System, roll out of new Welcome to Probus, Summer 
BBQ mee4ng Be A Friend Bring A Friend, Focusing mee4ngs on 30minute Social 
Time and Speakers. 

 
 
 

• NewsleAer         Bill Kidd 
o Bill announced Art Darnbrough as the winner of $20 from those in a^endance 

celebra4ng a birthday in February. 
o Looking for input for the upcoming News Le^er.   

 
 

•      Who Am I    John Greenhough presented a summary of his life. Born in England he  
  arrived in Canada in 1949. Talked about always being in the right place at the  
  right 4me. A^ended Wilfrid Laurier University then joined MacLean Hunter as a 
  writer. Worked his way up to President of the Publishing division, prior to Rogers  

acquiring the company.  He then led the management group in buying the  
   publishing division (an unwanted component in the acquisi4on) from Rogers. 
  
 
• Other Business  

o Steve was the lucky winner of the share the wealth draw taking home $96.       
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                 •      Guest Speaker Tim Speed a Tour Guide and Educator at the Canadian Warplane Heritage  
   Museum gave an excellent presenta4on of the much an4cipated “Story of the Avro  

  Arrow”. The Arrow a Jet Interceptor capable of flying higher and faster than  
                          anything else in service in the 1950’s, was Canada’s response to the Soviet  

Unions threat of delivering nuclear weapons to North American targets. He          
discussed the development and test flying 5 prototypes and the myths 
surrounding the sudden cancella4on of the project in February 1959. Following 
the cancella4on of the project, many employees went to work in USA for NASA 
and the UK on the Concord project. 
 

     
 

• Adjournment Noon for lunch at Cousins Restaurant. 
   

 
   


